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PREFACE 


A declaration of the intention of the United States to maintain freedom of 
the seas in pursuance of historic American policy was made by President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt in an address broadcast from Washington on Sep- 
tember 11. The text of this vital pronouncement is presented in this issue 
of International Conciliation. There is also the text of the President’s Labor 
Day statement in which he called upon all Americans to subordinate 
private aims and interests to the task of safeguarding the fundamental 
freedoms and principles of democracy. 

Another important text given here is the account by Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill of his meeting at sea with President Roosevelt. In the 
course of his address, which was broadcast from London on August 24, 
Mr. Churchill pointed to the contrast between Anglo-American aims for 
the world as set forth in the Atlantic Charter and the new order being 
fastened on Europe by Nazi tyranny. 

The text of an address made by Count Carlo Sforza before a meeting 
of the American Academy of Political and Social Science at Philadelphia 
in April last concludes the pamphlet. This address, previously published 
in The Annals of the Academy, deals with the subject of Totalitarian War 
and the Fate of Democracy. 


NicuoLtas Murray Butter 


New York, September 17, 1941. 
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FREEDOM OF THE SEAS 


AppreEss BY PRESIDENT Roosevett! 


SEPTEMBER I1, 1941 


My Fellow Americans: 

The Navy Department of the United States has reported to me that on 
the morning of September 4 the United States destroyer Greer, proceeding 
in full daylight toward Iceland, had reached a point southeast of Green- 
land. She was carrying American mail to Iceland. She was flying the 
American flag. Her identity as an American ship was unmistakable. 

She was then and there attacked by a submarine. Germany admits that 
it was a German submarine. The submarine deliberately fired a torpedo 
at the Greer, followed later by another torpedo attack. In spite of what 
Hitler’s propaganda bureau has invented, and in spite of what any Ameri- 
can obstructionist organization may prefer to believe, I tell you the blunt 
fact that the German submarine fired first upon this American destroyer 
without warning, and with deliberate design to sink her. 

Our destroyer, at the time, was in waters which the Government of 
the United States had declared to be waters of self-defense, surrounding 
outposts of American protection in the Atlantic. 

In the north of the Atlantic, outposts have been established by us in 
Iceland, in Greenland, in Labrador, and in Newfoundland. Through these 
waters there pass many ships of many flags. They bear food and other 
supplies to civilians; and they bear matériel of war, for which the people 
of the United States are spending billions of dollars, and which, by Con- 
gressional action, they have declared to be essential for the defense of 
our own land. 

The United States destroyer, when attacked, was proceeding on a 
legitimate mission. 

If the destroyer was visible to the submarine when the torpedo was 
fired, then the attack was a deliberate attempt by the Nazis to sink a 
clearly identified American warship. 

On the other hand, if the submarine was beneath the surface of the 
sea and, with the aid of its listening devices, fired in the direction of the 
sound of the American destroyer without even taking the trouble to learn 
its identity, as the official German communiqué would indicate, then the 
attack was even more outrageous. For it indicates a policy of indiscrimi- 


1Reprinted by permission from The New York Times, September 12, 1941. 
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nate violence against any vessel sailing the seas, belligerent or nonbel. 
ligerent. 

This was piracy, piracy legally and morally. It was not the first nor 
the last act of piracy which the Nazi government has committed againgt 
the American flag in this war, for attack has followed attack. 

A few months ago an American flag merchant ship, the Robin Moor, 
was sunk by a Nazi submarine in the middle of the South Atlantic, under 
circumstances violating long-established international law and violating 
every principle of humanity. The passengers and the crew were forced 
into open boats hundreds of miles from land, in direct violation of inter. 
national agreements signed by nearly all nations, including the government 
of Germany. No apology, no allegation of mistake, no offer of reparations 
has come from the Nazi government. 

In July, 1941, nearly two months ago, an American battleship in North 
American waters was followed by a submarine which for a long time 
sought to maneuver itself into a position of attack upon the battleship, 
The periscope of the submarine was clearly seen. No British or American 
submarines were within hundreds of miles of this spot at the time, so the 
nationality of the submarine is clear. 

Five days ago a United States Navy ship on patrol picked up three 
survivors of an American-owned ship operating under the flag of our 
sister republic of Panama, the S.S. Sessa. 

On August 17 she had been first torpedoed without warning, and then 
shelled, near Greenland, while carrying civilian supplies to Iceland. It is 
feared that the other members of her crew have been drowned. In view 
of the established presence of German submarines in this vicinity, there 
can be no reasonable doubt as to the identity of the flag of the attacker. 

Five days ago another United States merchant ship, the Steel Seafarer, 
was sunk by a German aircraft in the Red Sea 220 miles south of Suez. 
She was bound for an Egyptian port. 

So four of the vessels sunk or attacked flew the American flag and 
were clearly identifiable. Two of these ships were warships of the Amer- 
ican Navy. In the fifth case the vessel sunk clearly carried the flag of 
our sister republic of Panama. 

In the face of all this we Americans are keeping our feet on the ground. 
Our type of democratic civilization has outgrown the thought of feeling 
compelled to fight some other nation by reason of any single piratical 
attack on one of our ships. We are not becoming hysterical or losing our 
sense of proportion. Therefore, what I am thinking and saying tonight 
does not relate to any isolated episode. 
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Instead, we Americans are taking a long-range point of view in regard 
to certain fundamentals, a point of view in regard to a series of events on 
land and on sea which must be considered as a whole, as a part of a world 

tern. 

It would be unworthy of a great nation to exaggerate an isolated in- 
cident, or to become inflamed by some one act of violence. But it would 
be inexcusable folly to minimize such incidents in the face of evidence 
which makes it clear that the incident is not isolated, but part of a general 
plan. 

The important truth is that these acts of international lawlessness are 
a manifestation of a design, a design that has been made clear to the 
American people for a long time. It is the Nazi design to abolish the 
freedom of the seas and to acquire absolute control and domination of 
these seas for themselves. 

For with control of the seas in their own hands, the way can become 
obviously clear for their next step, domination of the United States, 
domination of the Western Hemisphere by force of arms. Under Nazi 
control of the seas no merchant ship of the United States or of any other 
American republic would be free to carry on any peaceful commerce, 
except by the condescending grace of this foreign and tyrannical power. 

The Atlantic Ocean, which has been and which should always be a 
free and friendly highway for us, would then become a deadly menace to 
the commerce of the United States, to the coasts of the United States, and 
even to the inland cities of the United States. 

The Hitler government, in defiance of the laws of the sea, in defiance of 
the recognized rights of all other nations, has presumed to declare, on 
paper, that great areas of the seas, even including a vast expanse lying in 
the Western Hemisphere, are to be closed and that no ships may enter 
them for any purpose, except at peril of being sunk. Actually they are 
sinking ships at will and without warning in widely separated areas both 
within and far outside of these far-flung pretended zones. 

This Nazi attempt to seize control of the oceans is but a counterpart 
of the Nazi plots now being carried on throughout the Western Hemi- 
sphere, all designed toward the same end. For Hitler’s advance guards, 
not only his avowed agents but also his dupes among us, have sought to 
make ready for him footholds and bridgeheads in the New World, to be 
used as soon as he has gained control of the oceans. 

His intrigues, his plots, his machinations, his sabotage in this New 
World are all known to the Government of the United States. Conspiracy 
has followed conspiracy. 
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For example, last year a plot to seize the government of Uruguay wa 
smashed by the prompt action of that country, which was supported in 
full by her American neighbors. A like plot was then hatching in Argen. 
tina, and that government has carefully and wisely blocked it at every 
point. More recently an endeavor was made to subvert the government 
of Bolivia and within the past few weeks the discovery was made of 
secret air landing fields in Colombia within easy range of the Panam 
Canal. I could multiply instance upon instance. 

To be ultimately successful in world mastery, Hitler knows that he 
must get control of the seas. He must first destroy the bridge of ships 
which we are building across the Atlantic and over which we shall con. 
tinue to roll the implements of war to help destroy him, to destroy all 
his works in the end. He must wipe out our patrol on sea and in the air 
if he is to do it. He must silence the British Navy. 

I think it must be explained over and over again to people who like to 
think of the United States Navy as an invincible protection that this can 
be true only if the British Navy survives. And that, my friends, is simple 
arithmetic. 

For if the world outside of the Americas falls under Axis domination, 
the shipbuilding facilities which the Axis powers would then possess in 
all of Europe, in the British Isles, and in the Far East would be much 
greater than all the shipbuilding facilities and potentialities of all of the 
Americas, not only greater, but two or three times greater—enough to win. 

Even if the United States threw all its resources into such a situation, 
seeking to double and even redouble the size of our Navy, the Axis 
powers, in control of the rest of the world, would have the man power 
and the physical resources to outbuild us several times over. 

It is time for all Americans of all the Americas to stop being deluded 
by the romantic notion that the Americas can go on living happily and 
peacefully in a Nazi-dominated world. 

Generation after generation, America has battled for the general policy 
of the freedom of the seas. And that policy is a very simple one—buta 
basic, a fundamental one. It means that no nation has the right to make 


the broad oceans of the world at great distances from the actual theater 


of land war unsafe for the commerce of others. 
That has been our policy, proved time and time again, in all our history. 
Our policy has applied from the earliest days of the republic and still 
applies, not merely to the Atlantic but to the Pacific and to all other 
oceans as well. 
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Unrestricted submarine warfare in 1941 constitutes a defiance—an act 
of aggression—against that historic American policy. 

It is now clear that Hitler has begun his campaign to control the seas 
by ruthless force and by wiping out every vestige of international law, 
every vestige of humanity. 

His intention has been made clear. The American people can have no 
further illusions about it. 

No tender whisperings of appeasers that Hitler is not interested in the 
Western Hemisphere, no soporific lullabies that a wide ocean protects us 
from him can long have any effect on the hard-headed, far-sighted, and 
realistic American people. 

Because of these episodes, because of the movements and operations of 
German warships, and because of the clear, repeated proof that the present 
government of Germany has no respect for treaties or for international 
law, that it has no decent attitude toward neutral nations or human life— 
we Americans are now face to face not with abstract theories but with 
cruel, relentless facts. 

This attack on the Greer was no localized military operation in the 
North Atlantic. This was no mere episode in a struggle between two 
nations. This was one determined step toward creating a permanent 
world system based on force, on terror, and on murder. 

And I am sure that even now the Nazis are waiting, waiting to see 
whether the United States will by silence give them the green light to go 
ahead on this path to destruction. 

The Nazi danger to our Western World has long ceased to be a mere 
possibility. The danger is here now—not only from a military enemy 
but from an enemy of all law, all liberty, all morality, all religion. 

There has now come a time when you and I must see the cold inex- 
orable necessity of saying to these inhuman, unrestrained seekers of world 
conquest and permanent world domination by the sword—“‘You seek 
to throw our children and our children’s children into your form of ter- 
torism and slavery. You have now attacked our own safety. You shall go 
no further.”’ 

Normal practices of diplomacy—note writing—are of no possible use 
in dealing with international outlaws who sink our ships and kill our 
citizens. 

One peaceful nation after another has met disaster because each re- 
fused to look the Nazi danger squarely in the eye, until it actually had 
them by the throat. 
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The United States will not make that fatal mistake. 

No act of violence, no act of intimidation will keep us from maintainj 
intact two bulwarks of defense: First, our line of supply of matériel to the 
enemies of Hitler, and second, the freedom of our shipping on the high seas, 

No matter what it takes, no matter what it costs, we will keep open 
the line of legitimate commerce in these defensive waters of ours. 

We have sought no shooting war with Hitler. We do not seek it now, 
But neither do we want peace so much that we are willing to pay for it 
by permitting him to attack our naval and merchant ships while they are 
on legitimate business. 

I assume that the German leaders are not deeply concerned tonight, or 
any other time, by what the real Americans or the American government 
says or publishes about them. We cannot bring about the downfall of 
nazism by the use of long-range invective. 

But when you see a rattlesnake poised to strike, you do not wait until 
he has struck before you crush him. 

These Nazi submarines and raiders are the rattlesnakes of the Atlantic, 


They are a menace to the free pathways of the high seas. They area | 
challenge to our own sovereignty. They hammer at our most precious | 


rights when they attack ships of the American flag—symbols of our 
independence, our freedom, our very life. 

It is clear to all Americans that the time has come when the Americas 
themselves must now be defended. A continuation of attacks in our own 
waters, or in waters which could be used for further and greater attacks 
on us, will inevitably weaken American ability to repel Hitlerism. 

Do not let us be hair-splitters. Let us not ask ourselves whether the 
Americas should begin to defend themselves after the first attack, or the 
fifth attack, or the tenth attack, or the twentieth attack. 

The time for active defense is now. 

Do not let us split hairs. Let us not say, “We will only defend ourselves 
if the torpedo succeeds in getting home, or if the crew and the passengers 
are drowned.” 

This is the time for prevention of attack. 

If submarines or raiders attack in distant waters, they can attack 
equally well within sight of our own shores. Their very presence in any 
waters which America deems vital to its defense constitutes an attack. 

In the waters which we deem necessary for our defense Americai 
naval vessels and American planes will no longer wait until Axis sub 
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marines lurking under the water, or Axis raiders on the surface of the 
sea, strike their deadly blow—first. 

Upon our naval and air patrol—now operating in large number over a 
yast expanse of the Atlantic Ocean—falls the duty of maintaining the 
American policy of freedom of the seas—now. That means, very simply, 
very clearly, that our patrolling vessels and planes will protect all mer- 
chant ships—not only American ships but ships of any flag—engaged in 
commerce in our defensive waters. They will protect them from sub- 
marines; they will protect them from surface raiders. 

This situation is not new. The second President of the United States, 
John Adams, ordered the United States Navy to clean out European 
privateers and European ships of war which were infesting the Caribbean 
and South American waters, destroying American commerce. 

The third President of the United States, Thomas Jefferson, ordered 
the United States Navy to end the attacks being made upon American 
and other ships by the corsairs of the nations of North Africa. 

My obligation as President is historic; it is clear; yes, it is inescapable. 

It is no act of war on our part when we decide to protect the seas that 
are vital to American defense. The aggression is not ours. Ours is solely 
defense. 

But let this warning be clear. From now on, if German or Italian 
vessels of war enter the waters the protection of which is necessary for 
American defense, they do so at their own peril. 

The orders which I have given as Commander in Chief of the United 
States Army and Navy are to carry out that policy 

The sole responsibility rests upon Germany. There will be no shooting 
unless Germany continues to seek it. 

That is my obvious duty in this crisis. That is the clear right of this 
sovereign nation. This is the only step possible, if we would keep tight 
the wall of defense which we are pledged to maintain around this Western 
Hemisphere. 

I have no illusions about the gravity of this step. I have not taken it 
hurriedly or lightly. It is the result of months and months of constant 
thought and anxiety and prayer. In the protection of your nation and 
mine it cannot be avoided. 

The American people have faced other grave crises in their history— 
with American courage, with American resolution. They will do no less 
today. 
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They know the actualities of the attacks upon us. They know the 
necessities of a bold defense against these attacks. They know that the 
times call for clear heads and fearless hearts. 


And with that inner strength that comes to a free people conscious of | 


their duty, conscious of the righteousness of what they do, they will— 
with divine help and guidance—stand their ground against this latest 
assault upon their democracy, their sovereignty, and their freedom. 
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LABOR DAY ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT? 
SEPTEMBER I, 1941 


On this day—this American holiday—we celebrate the rights of free 
laboring men and women. 

The preservation of these rights is vitally important now not only to 
us who enjoy them but to the whole future of Christian civilization. 

American labor now bears a tremendous responsibility in the winning 
of this most brutal, most terrible of all wars. 

In our factories and shops and arsenals we are building weapons on a 
scale great in its magnitude. To all the battle fronts of the world these 
weapons are being dispatched, by day and by night, over the seas and 
through the air. And this nation is now devising and developing new 
weapons of unprecedented power toward the maintenance of democracy. 

Why are we doing this? Why are we determined to devote our entire 
industrial effort to the prosecution of a war which has not yet actually 
touched our own shores? 

We are not a warlike people. We have never sought glory as a nation 
of warriors. We are not interested in aggression. We are not interested 
—as the dictators are—in looting. We do not covet one square inch of 
the territory of any other nation. 

Our vast effort and the unity of purpose which inspires that effort are 
due solely to our recognition of the fact that our fundamental rights, in- 
cluding the rights of labor, are threatened by Hitler’s violent attempt to 
rule the world. 

These rights were established by our forefathers on the field of battle. 
They have been defended, at great cost but with great success, on the 
field of battle, here on our own soil and in foreign lands and on all the 
seas all over the world. 

There has never been a moment in our history when Americans were 
not ready to stand up as free men and fight for their rights. 

In times of national emergency one fact is brought home to us clearly 
and decisively—the fact that all of our rights are interdependent. 

The right of freedom of worship would mean nothing without freedom 
of speech. And the rights of free labor as we know them today could not 
survive without the rights of free enterprise. 

That is the indestructible bond that is between us—all of us Americans: 








Reprinted from The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. V, No. 115, Sep- 
tember 6, 1941. 
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Interdependence of interests, privileges, opportunities, responsibilities 
interdependence of rights. 

That is what unites us—men and women of all sections, of all races, 
of all faiths, of all occupations, of all political beliefs. That is why we 
have been able to defy and frustrate the enemies who believed that they 
could divide us and conquer us from within. 

These enemies all know that we possess a strong Navy, gaining in 
strength. They know that that Navy, as long as the navies of the British 
Empire and the Netherlands and Norway and Russia exist, can together 
guarantee the freedom of the seas. These enemies know that if these 
other navies are destroyed the American Navy cannot now, or in the 
future, maintain the freedom of the seas against all the rest of the world, 

These enemies know that our Army is increasing daily in its all-round 
strength. 

These enemies know that today the chief American fighters in the 
battles now raging are those engaged in American industry, employers 
and employees alike. 

These enemies know that the course of American production in the 
last year has shown enormous gains and that the product of these industries 
is moving to the battle fronts against Hitlerism, in increasing volume each 
day. 

But these enemies also know that our American effort is not yet 
enough, and that unless we step up the total of our production and more 
greatly safeguard it on its journeys to the battlefields, these enemies will 
take heart in pushing their attack in old fields and new. 

I give solemn warning to those who think that Hitler has been blocked 
and halted that they are making a very dangerous assumption. When in 
any war your enemy seems to be making slower progress then he did the 
year before, that is the very moment to strike with redoubled force—to 
throw more energy into the job of defeating him—to end for all time the 
menace of world conquest and thereby end all talk or thought of any peace 
tounded on a compromise with evil itself. 

And we know that a free labor system is the very foundation of a fune- 
tioning democracy. We know that one of the first acts of the Axis dicts 
torships has been to wipe out all the principles and standards which labor 
has been able to establish for its own preservation and advancement. 

Trade unionism is a forbidden philosophy under these rule-or-ruin 
dictators. For trade unionism demands full freedom of expression and 
peaceful assembly. Trade unionism has helped to give to every one who 
toils the position of dignity which is his due. 
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The present position of labor in the United States as an interdependent 
unit in the life of the nation has not come about by chance. It has been 
an evolutionary process of a healthy democracy at work. 

Hitler has not worked that way. He will not, he cannot work that 
way. Just as he denies all rights to individuals, he must deny all rights to 
groups—of labor, of business, of learning, of the Church. He has abolished 
trade unions as ruthlessly as he has persecuted religion. 

No group of Americans has realized more clearly what Nazi domina- 
tion of the world means than has organized labor—what it means to 
their standard of living, their freedom, their lives. No group has a greater 
stake in the defeat of nazism, in the preservation of the fundamental 
freedoms, in the continuance of democracy throughout the world. 

We have already achieved much; it is imperative that we achieve 
infinitely more. 

The singlemindedness and sacrifice with which we jointly dedicate 
ourselves to the production of the weapons of freedom will determine in 
no small part the length of the ordeal through which humanity must pass. 

We cannot hesitate, we cannot equivocate in the great task before us. 
The defense of America’s freédom must take precedence over every 
private aim and over every private interest. 

We are engaged on a grim and perilous task. Forces of insane violence 
have been let loose by Hitler upon this earth. We must do our full part in 
conquering them. For these forces may be unleashed on this nation as we 
go about our business of protecting the proper interests of our country. 

The task of defeating Hitler may be long and arduous. There are a few 
appeasers and Nazi sympathizers who say it cannot be done. They even 
ask me to negotiate with Hitler—to pray for crumbs from his victorious 
table. They do, in fact, ask me to become the modern Benedict Arnold 
and betray all I hold dear—my devotion to our freedom, to our churches, 
to our country. This course I have rejected—I reject it again. 

Instead, 1 know that I speak the conscience and determination of the 
American people when I say that we shall do everything in our power to 
crush Hitler and his Nazi forces. 

American workers and American farmers, American business men and 
American churchmen—all of us together—have the great responsibility 
and the great privilege of laboring to build a democratic world on en- 
during foundations. 

May it be said on some future Labor Day by some future President of 
the United States that we did our work faithfully and well. 
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ADDRESS BROADCAST BY 
PRIME MINISTER WINSTON CHURCHILL! 


AUGUST 24, 1941 


I thought you would like me to tell you something about the voy; 
which I made across the ocean to meet our great friend, the President 
of the United States. 

Exactly where we met is a secret, but I don’t think I shall be indiscreet 
if I go so far as to say that it was somewhere in the Atlantic. In a spacious, 
land-locked bay which reminded me of the west coast of Scotland, pow- 
erful American warships, protected by strong flotillas and far-rangi 
aircraft, awaited our arrival and, as it were, stretched out a hand to help 
us in. 


Our party arrived in the newest, or almost the newest, British battle | 
ship, the Prince of Wales, with a modest escort of British and Canadian | 


destroyers. And there for three days I spent my time in company, and 
I think I may say in comradeship, with Mr. Roosevelt, while all the 
time the chiefs of the staff and naval and military commanders, both of 
the British Empire and of the United States, sat together in continual 
council. 

President Roosevelt is the thrice-chosen head of the most powerful 
State and community in the world. I am the servant of King and Parlia- 
ment, at present charged with the principal direction of our affairs in 
these fateful times. And it is my duty also to make sure, as I have made 
sure, that anything I say or do in the exercise of my office is approved 
and sustained by the whole British Commonwealth of Nations. There- 
fore this meeting was bound to be important because of the enormous 
forces, at present only partially mobilized, but steadily mobilizing, which 
are at the disposal of these two major groupings of the human family, 
the British Empire and the United States, who, fortunately for the prog- 
ress of mankind, happened to speak the same language and very largely 
think the same thoughts, or anyhow, think a lot of the same thoughts, 

The meeting was, therefore, symbolic. That is its prime importance. 


It symbolizes in a form and manner which everyone can understand in | 


every land and in every clime, the deep underlying unities which stir and, 
at decisive moments, rule the English-speaking peoples throughout the 
world. 

Would it be presumptuous for me to say that it symbolizes something 


1 Reprinted by permission from The New York Times, August 25, 1941. 
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even more majestic, namely, the marshaling of the good forces of the 
world against the evil forces which are now so formidable and triumphant 
and which have cast their cruel spell over the whole of Europe and a 
large part of Asia. 

This was a meeting which marks forever in the pages of history the 
taking up by the English-speaking nations, amid all this peril, tumult, and 
confusion, of the guidance of the fortunes of the broad toiling masses in 
all the continents, and our loyal effort, without any clog of selfish interest, 
to lead them forward out of the miseries into which they have been 
plunged, back to the broad high road of freedom and justice. This is the 
highest honor and the most glorious opportunity which could ever have 
come to any branch of the human race. 

When one beholds how many currents of extraordinary and terrible 
events have flowed together to make this harmony, even the most skep- 
tical person must have the feeling that we all have the chance to play 
our part and do our duty in some great design, the end of which no 
mortal can foresee. Awful and horrible things I have seen in these days. 

The whole of Europe has been wrecked and trampled down by the 
mechanical weapons and barbaric fury of the Nazis. The most deadly 
instruments of war science have been joined to the extreme refinements 
of treachery and the most brutal exhibitions of ruthlessness and thus 
have formed a combine of aggression, the like of which has never been 
known, before which the rights, the traditions, the characteristics, and 
the structure of many ancient, honored States and peoples have been laid 
prostrate and are now ground down under the heel and terror of a monster. 

The Austrians, the Czechs, the Poles, the Norwegians, the Danes, the 
Belgians, the Dutch, the Greeks, the Croats and the Serbs, above all the 
great French nation, have been stunned and pinioned. Italy, Hungary, 
Rumania, Bulgaria—have bought a shameful respite by becoming the 
jackals of the tiger. But their situation is very little different and will 
presently be indistinguishable from that of his victims. Sweden, Spain, 
and Turkey stand appalled, wondering which will be struck down next. 
Here then is the vast pit into which all the most famous States and races 
of Europe have been flung and from which, unaided, they can never 
climb. 

But all this did not satiate Adolf Hitler. He made a treaty of non- 
aggression with Soviet Russia, just as he made one with Turkey, in 
order to keep them quiet until he was ready to attack them. 

And then, nine weeks ago today, without a vestige of provocation he 
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hurled millions of soldiers with all their apparatus upon the neighbor he 


had called his friend with the avowed object of destroying Russia and | 


tearing her in pieces. 

This frightful business is now unfolding day by day before our eyes, 
Here is a devil who, in a mere spasm of his pride and lust for domination, 
can condemn two or three millions, perhaps it may be many more, of 
human beings to speedy and violent death. Let Russia be blotted out, 
Let Russia be destroyed. Order the armies to advance. Such were his 
decrees. Accordingly, from the Arctic Ocean to the Black Sea, six or 
seven millions of soldiers are locked in mortal struggle. 

Ah, but this time it was not so easy. This time it was not all one way, 
The Russian Armies and all the peoples of the Russian Republic haye 
rallied to the defense of their hearths and homes. For the first time Nazi 
blood has flowed in a fearful flood. Certainly a million and a half, perhaps 


two millions of Nazi cannon-fodder, have bit the dust of the endless plains | 


of Russia. The tremendous battle rages along nearly two thousand miles 
of front. The Russians fight with magnificent devotion. Not only that, 
our generals who have visited the Russian front line report with admira- 


tion the efficiency of their military organization and the excellence of | 


their equipment. 

The aggressor is surprised, startled, staggered. For the first time in 
his experience mass murder has become unprofitable. He retaliates by 
the most frightful cruelties. As his armies advance, whole districts are 
being exterminated. Scores of thousands, literally scores of thousands of 
executions in cold blood are being perpetrated by the German police 
troops upon the Russian patriots who defend their native soil. Since the 
Mongol invasions of Europe in the sixteenth century there has never 
been methodical, merciless butchery on such a scale or approaching such 
a scale. And, this is but the beginning. Famine and pestilence have yet 
to follow in the bloody ruts of Hitler’s tanks. 

We are in the presence of a crime without a name. 

But Europe is not the only continent to be tormented and devastated by 
aggression. For five long years the Japanese military factions, seeking 
to emulate the style of Hitler and Mussolini, taking all their posturing 
as if it were a new European revelation, have been invading and harrying 
the 500,000,000 inhabitants of China. Japanese armies have been wat- 
dering about that vast land in futile excursions, carrying with them 
carnage, ruin, and corruption, and calling it “the Chinese incident.” Now, 
they stretch a grasping hand into the southern seas of China. They snatch 
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Indo-China from the wretched Vichy French. They menace by their move- 
ments Siam [Thailand], menace Singapore, the British link with Austral- 
asia, and menace the Philippine Islands under the protection of the United 
States. 

It is certain that this has got to stop. Every effort will be made to 
secure a peaceful settlement. The United States are laboring with infinite 
patience to arrive at a fair and amicable settlement which will give Japan 
the utmost reassurance for her legitimate interests. We earnestly hope 
these negotiations will succeed. But this I must say: That if these hopes 
should fail we shall, of course, range ourselves unhesitatingly at the side 
of the United States. 

And thus we come back to the quiet bay, somewhere in the Atlantic, 
where misty sunshine plays on great ships which carry the White Ensign 
or the Stars and Stripes. 

We had the idea when we met there, the President and I, that without 
attempting to draw final and formal peace aims, or war aims, it was 
necessary to give all peoples, and especially the oppressed and conquered 
peoples, a simple, rough-and-ready wartime statement of the goal toward 
which the British Commonwealth and the United States mean to make 
their way and thus make a way for others to march with them on a road 
which will certainly be painful and may be long. 

There are, however, two distinct and marked differences in this joint 
declaration from the attitude adopted by the Allies during the latter part 
of the last war and no one should overlook them. 

The United States and Great Britain do not now assume that there 
will never be any more war again. On the contrary, we intend to take 
ample precaution to prevent its renewal in any period we can foresee by 
effectively disarming the guilty nations while remaining suitably pro- 
tected ourselves. 

The second difference is this: that instead of trying to ruin German 
trade by all kinds of additional trade barriers and hindrances, as was the 
mood of 1917, we have definitely adopted the view that it is not in the 
interests of the world and of our two countries that any large nation 
should be unprosperous or shut out from the means of making a decent 
living for itself and its people by its industry and enterprise. 

These are far-reaching changes of principle upon which all countries 
should ponder. 

Above all, it was necessary to give hope and the assurance of final 
victory to those many scores of millions of men and women who are 
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battling for life and freedom or who are already bent down under the 
Nazi yoke. 

Hitler and his confederates have for some time past been adjuring and 
beseeching the populations whom they have wronged and injured to bow 
to their fate, to resign themselves to their servitude and, for the sake of 
some mitigation and indulgences, to collaborate—that is the word—p 
what is called the new order in Europe. 

What is this new order which they seek to fasten first upon Europe and, 
if possible—for their ambitions are boundless—upon all the continents 
of the globe? It is the rule of the Herrenvolk—the master race—who ate 
to put an end to democracy, to parliaments, to the fundamental free. 


doms and decencies of ordinary men and women, to the historic rights of | 
nations, and give them in exchange the iron rule of Prussia, the universal | 


goose-step and the strict efficient discipline, enforced upon the working 
classes by the political police, with the German concentration camps 
and firing parties, now so busy in a dozen lands, always handy in the 
background. There is the new order. 

Napoleon in his glory and genius spread his empire far and wide. There 


was a time when only the snows of Russia and the white cliffs of Dover | 


with their guardian fleets stood between him and the dominion of the 
world. Napoleon’s armies had a theme. They carried with them the surges 
of the French Revolution—Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. That was 
the cry. There was a sweeping away of outworn, medieval systems and 
aristocratic privilege. There was the land for the people, a new code of 
law. Nevertheless, Napoleon’s empire vanished like a dream. 

But Hitler—Hitler has no theme, naught but mania, appetite, and ex- 
ploitation. He has, however, weapons and machinery for grinding down 
and for holding down conquered countries which are the product, the 
sadly perverted product, of modern science. 

The ordeals, therefore, of the conquered peoples will be hard. We 
must give them hope. We must give them the conviction that their suf 
ferings and their resistances will not be in vain. The tunnel may be dark 
and long, but at the end there is light. That is the symbolism and that is 
the message of the Atlantic meeting. 

Do not despair, brave Norwegians; your land shall be cleansed not 
only from the invader but from the filthy Quislings who are his tools. 

Be strong in your souls, Czechs; your independence shall be restored. 

Poles, the heroism of your people, standing up to cruel oppressors, the 
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courage of your soldiers, sailors, and airmen shall not be forgotten. Your 
country shall live again and resume its rightful part in the new organiza- 
tion of Europe. 

Lift up your heads, gallant Frenchmen. Not all the infamies of Darlan 
and of Laval shall stand between you and the restoration of your birth- 
right. 

aoe hearted Dutch, Belgians, Luxemburgers, tormented, mishandled, 
shamefully cast away peoples of Yugoslavia, glorious Greece, now sub- 
jected to the crowning insult of the rule of the Italian jackanapes, yield 
not an inch. Keep your souls clean from all contact with the Nazis. 
Make them feel even in their fleeting hour of brutish triumph that they 
are the moral outcasts of mankind. Help is coming. Mighty forces are 
arming in your behalf. Have faith, have hope, deliverance is sure. 

There is the signal which we have flashed across the waters and if it 
teaches the hearts of those to whom it is sent they will endure with 
fortitude and tenacity their present misfortune in the sure faith that they, 
too, are still serving the common cause and that our efforts will not be 
in vain. 

You will, perhaps, have noticed that the President of the United States 
and the British representative in what is aptly called the Atlantic Charter 
have jointly pledged their countries to the final destruction of the Nazi 
tyranny. That is a solemn and grave undertaking. It must be made good. 
It will be made good. And, of course, many practical arrangements to 
fulfil that purpose have been and are being organized and set in motion. 

The question has been asked: “How near is the United States to war?” 
There is certainly one man who knows the answer to that question. If 
Hitler has not yet declared war upon the United States it is surely not 
out of his love for American institutions. It is certainly not because he 
could not find a pretext. He has murdered half a dozen countries for far 
less. Fear, fear of immediately redoubling the tremendous energies now 
being employed against him is no doubt the restraining influence. But the 
real reason is, I am sure, to be found in the method to which he has 
so faithfully adhered and by which he has gained so much. 

What is that method? It is a very simple method. One by one—that 
is his plan. That is his guiding rule. That is the trick by which he has 
enslaved so large a portion of the world. 

Three and a half years ago I appealed to my fellow-countrymen to 
take the lead in weaving together a strong defensive union within the 
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principles of the League of Nations, a union of all the countries who 
felt themselves in ever-growing danger. But none would listen. All stood 
idle while Germany rearmed. 

Czecho-Slovakia was subjugated. A French government deserted their 
faithful ally and broke a plighted word in that ally’s hour of need. Russia 
was cajoled and deceived into a kind of neutrality or partnership while 
the French Army was being annihilated. The Low Countries and the 
Scandinavian countries, acting with France and Great Britain in good 
time even after the war had begun might have altered its course and 
would have had at any rate a fighting chance. The Balkan States had 
only to stand together to save themselves from the ruin by which they 
are now engulfed. But one by one they were undermined and overwhelmed, 
Never was the career of crime made more smooth. 

Now Hitler is striking at Russia with all his might, well knowing the 
difficulties of geography which stand between Russia and the aid which 
the Western democracies are trying to bring. We shall strive our utmost 
to overcome all difficulties and to bring this aid. We have arranged for 
a conference in Moscow between the United States, British, and Russian 
authorities to settle the whole plan. No barrier must stand in the way. 
But why is Hitler striking at Russia and inflicting this suffering on him- 
self, or rather making his soldiers suffer this frightful slaughter? 

It is with the declared object of turning his whole force upon the 
British Islands and, if he can succeed in beating the life and strength out 
of us, which is not so easy, then is the moment when he will settle his 
account, and it is already a long one, with the people of the United States 
and generally with the Western Hemisphere. 

One by one—there is the process. There is the simple dismal plan 
which has served Hitler so well. It needs but one final successful appli- 
cation to make him the master of the world. 

I am devoutly thankful that some eyes at least are fully opened to it 
while time remains. I rejoice to find that the President saw in their true 
light and proportion the extreme dangers by which the American people, 
as well as the British people, are now beset. 

It was indeed by the mercy of God that he began eight years ago that 
revival of the strength of the American Navy without which the New 
World today would have to take its orders from the European dictators, 
but with which the United States still retains the power to marshal het 
gigantic strength and, in saving herself, render an incomparable service 
to mankind. 
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We had a church parade on the Sunday in our Atlantic bay. The 
President came onto the quarterdeck of the Prince of Wales where there 
were mingled together many hundreds of American and British sailors 
and marines. 

The sun shone bright and warm while we all sang the old hymns which 
are our common inheritance and which we learned as children in our 
homes. We sang the hymn founded on the psalm which John Hampden’s 
soldiers sang when they bore his body to the grave and in which the 
brief precarious span of human life is contrasted with the immutability 
of Him to whom a thousand ages are but as yesterday and as a watch 
that is passed in the night. 

We sang the sailors’ hymn “For Those in Peril,” and there are very 
many in peril on the sea. We sang “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” and 
indeed I felt that this was no vain presumption, but that we had the 
right to feel that we were serving a cause for the sake of which a trumpet 
has sounded from on high. 

When I looked upon that densely packed congregation of the fighting 
men of the same language, of the same faith, of the same fundamental 
laws, of the same ideals and to a large extent of the same interests and 
certainly in different degrees facing the same dangers, it swept across 
me that here was the only hope but also the sure hope of saving the 
world from merciless degradation. 

And so we come back across the ocean waves uplifted in spirit, fortified 
in resolve. Some American destroyers, which were carrying mails to the 
United States Marines in Iceland, happened to be going the same way, 
too, so we made a goodly company at sea together. 

And when we were right out in mid-passage one afternoon a noble 
sight broke on the view. We overtook one of the convoys which carry 
the munitions and supplies of the New World to sustain the champions 
of freedom in the Old. The whole horizon—the whole broad horizon— 
seemed filled with ships. Seventy or eighty ships of all kinds, sizes, ar- 
rayed in fourteen lines, each of which could have been drawn with a 
tuler, hardly a wisp of smoke, not a straggler, but all bristling with can- 
non and other precautions on which I will not dwell, and all surrounded 
by their British escorting vessels, while overhead the far-ranging Catalina 
airboats soared, vigilant, protecting eagles in the sky. 

And then I felt that hard and terrible and long drawn out as this strug- 
gle may be, we shall not be denied the strength to do our duty to the end. 
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THE TOTALITARIAN WAR 
AND THE FATE OF DEMOCRACY’! 


By Count Carto Srorza 


There are no more tight compartments left in the world; there is no 
European problem which may not become an American problem. But 
when one has been long in public life, one is wise to make it a constant 
rule not to interfere in the political issues of other nations. It is my rule, 
When a great national issue is at stake, it is for the country involved to 
decide, and the duty of a foreigner is to be discreet, not to offer advice, 

It is true that since the disappearance of all freedom in Italy I haye 
written books wherein I may have criticized the American doctrine of 
isolationism. Some of these books have been published in your country; 
but none was obliged to read them; while here, in this meeting, I feel | 
would be indiscreet. .. . 


VALUE OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 


But on the other hand, I do feel that it may be useful that I give you 
my personal experiences. What one reads in books is not exactly the 
same thing as that which is seen and felt. That is why we Europeans 
who read about American political life while we are still in Europe do 
not understand very much about it. We begin to understand it only after 
a number of visits to your shores. I might say that the more clearly we 
understand your political problems, the more hesitant we are to speak of 
them. A great English publisher asked me three years ago to write 4 
book about America. He said that he knew I had paid ten extended 
visits to the United States and that now I ought to be able to write about 
America. I told him that I must refuse, and that he should have asked me 
to write the book in 1928, after I had come here for the first time. At 
that time I was so sure I knew everything that I would have written the 
book with alacrity. After my tenth visit I knew enough to know that! 
did not know enough. 

Just because I admit that intellectual isolation exists everywhere, | 
think I may contribute a few observations on points from which Amet- 


1 Extemporaneous address (as recorded by stenotypist and corrected by 
author) before the forty-fifth meeting of the American Academy of Political 
and Social Science, Philadelphia, April 4-5, 1941. Reprinted by permission 
from The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 


July, 1941. 
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cans may draw their own conclusions and form their own philosophy. 
Recently at the University of Virginia, where I am now staying during 
a delightful semester, we had as a visitor a very important and intelligent 
Latin American, who one evening complained to me that people in the 
United States, even in a place like the University of Virginia, know 
very little about Latin America. ““The North Americans,” he said, ““don’t 
even know the names of our capitals. They don’t know that Buenos 
Aires is the capital of Argentina or that Rio is the capital of Brazil. But 
in Latin America we know, all of us, even the taxi drivers, that the 
capital of the United States is New York City.” 

I must confess that utterances I have heard from certain distinguished 
persons in this country and even from this platform have revealed to me 
the dangerous position which may be taken by those who are intelligent, 
honest, and cultured, who have the best of intentions coupled with a 
belief in what may be called a scientific religion, but who refuse to look 
at realities. That is the reason why I feel that I must submit some evi- 
dence on the opposite side for when I hear certain opinions expressed 
here by important Socialist leaders, I see beyond them the shadows of 
Socialist friends of mine in Italy, in France, and in Germany, who had 
all the same hopes, said all the same things, declared the same antipathies, 
and expressed the same conviction—a conviction that the future of hu- 
manity and of social justice was a divine certainty according to the 
doctrines of Karl Marx. All of these men were friends of mine. They have 
all been murdered or are starving to death in concentration camps. 


Tue Iravian MIsTAKE 


One of the most intelligent of the Italian Socialists was Turati, leader 
of the Marxist Socialist party. During the first years of the Fascist régime, 
before it became a complete régime of violence and a general reign of 
terror, I was leading the Democratic party in the Senate. All Italy was 
sick of fascism and of Mussolini. In the deep emotion which pervaded 
the country after the murder of my friend Matteotti, an important mem- 
ber of the opposition to fascism, Italy seemed decided to oust Mussolini. 
I went to Turati and said: “I am only a liberal, an individualist. I have 
no blind masses behind me, but you have. Do you not see that fascism 
is going to bring Italy to ruin and, with it, Europe and the rest of the 
world? Do you not see that it is necessary to use force now, to destroy 
Mussolini’s power now, and to oust him from his palace where he is 
trembling and in hiding?” 
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Turati’s timid answer, and the answer of his Socialist friends, came 
back to my memory when I heard here certain remarks full of fatalistic 
confidence in the future. Turati answered me: ‘We understand, but we 
are against violence, against risks, and against romantic adventures. Kar] 
Marx tells us that the better society is certain to come, and we are wait. 
ing for the sunrise of the future which he promised.” 

They did not know, those poor fellows, and the Americans who speak 
like them do not yet know, that history is made not by social fatalities, 
not by class organization, but by passions, by feelings, by men. That is 
why the same sensations of fear, the same hesitation that I felt so strongly 
years ago in Italy, I feel now in America, sometimes at least. 


Tue Frencu Mistake 


When I was in France I saw clearly the approach of her tragedy, not 
because I was more intelligent, more farseeing than the French, but be- 
cause this clear sight is the sad gift of a stranger—a stranger who lives 
in a country and loves it. To have this gift he must love the country in 
which he lives, because only through love can come understanding, It 
can never come through hatred. While a stranger who loves a country 
not his own may ignore many circumstances which its citizens know, 
he has a sort of gift of understanding and can see in the very distant 
landscape the danger facing the nation. 

I see no reason why I should not tell the American people today, as 
I told my French friends at that time, facts which I have always refused 
to tell to newspapers or put into books and reviews. After all, there is 
a limit to modesty; and since everyone who has stayed for three months 
in France comes to America and writes volumes of revelations about 
France, I thought that I might make an exception—and remain silent. | 
have been Italian Ambassador to France; I have been on equal footing 
with, and have intimate knowledge of, five or six of the greatest leaders 
of France; that is why I cannot write a book like one of the many volumes 
written about France. There is another reason: I know too much. Some 
of the old leaders are now in mortal danger, and while the writings of 
the average newspaperman might not make a great deal of difference, 
something written by me might get into the documents which are col- 
lected against these poor men who are now, like Daladier, Reynaud, 
Léon Blum, and Gamelin, prisoners of the Vichy government, which 
means prisoners of the Germans. 

But well may I mention two or three things which, after all, might be 
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considered from the point of view of the Vichy men as a justification for 
their prisoners. For instance, I went to Daladier two or three days before 
the invasion of Poland caused the outbreak of the second World War. I 
said; “I am constantly receiving information—feverish information— 
from Italy. Men from many classes, from the very highest in the land 
to the very humblest, tell me that they feel that Mussolini is bringing 
Italy into the war on the side of Germany. They say that forty-four 
million Italians hate the idea of fighting France, and particularly of fight- 
ing France in the service of Germany, which, if victorious, would make 
of Italy the most enslaved of its colonies. But to revolt against Mussolini, 
to create again a free Italy, we must have word from France to show 
that she understands what Italy wants—to show us that France under- 
stands national rights of ours.” 

Daladier answered me: “My dear friend, you are right. But now we 
have the German menace. Can we not hope that Mussolini will turn to 
us as to a friend? After all, our Ambassador at Rome tells us that the 
Duce’s son-in-law is rather friendly toward us. We may hope that, with 
some skillful handling, Mussolini may become our friend. And, above 
all, we have one dictator as enemy; our upper classes would not like to 
have two. It might appear as an ideologic war.” 

I smiled sadly. I knew at once that Daladier was lost and that France 
was lost. She was lost if she refused to admit that the dictators were 
waging an “‘ideologic war.” She was destroying her best trump card, the 
card of freedom. 

Why may I tell this now? Because the men of Vichy, on orders from 
Berlin, are trying to make us believe that Daladier wanted war. Daladier 
wanted peace to such an extent that he refused help in winning the war. 

Three years before, Léon Blum, who had just been chosen as the first 
Socialist Premier of France, having desired to have a conversation with 
me, I went to see him in Paris from Brussels, where I was still living, 
although I was beginning to feel that Belgium might become a dangerous 
trap. I spoke most frankly with him, since he is an honest man, an in- 
telligent Frenchman with a deep devotion for his country. But—like my 
dear old friend Turati—he believes that the writings of Karl Marx are 
Gospel truth, and therefore he is lost. I said to him: “Hitler and Mussolini 
are going to try to invade Spain on the pretext of destroying Spanish 
bolshevism. In reality they want to encircle France, and when that is 
accomplished they will have won the first battle of their future war, and, 
on that day, they will despise you and the English so much that they 
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will believe that they are going to become the masters of Europe. You 
cannot ask from the British Tories much power of intelligence. The 
British have many fine qualities, but their Tories have a complete lack 
of historical imagination and vision. It is for you to understand; it is for 
you to decide.” 

Blum understood, but he did not decide. He did not decide because he 
lacked the courage, and, being a Socialist Premier, he did as MacDonald 
had done in England. When the Socialists come to power they are apt 
to obey—out of diplomatic timidity—those who belong to the most blind 
and conservative parties. Blum made at the Foreign Office the policy of re- 
actionary France, which believed or feigned to believe that Mussolini and 
Hitler were not invading Spain for the sake of destroying France, but be- 
cause there was a certain danger from bolshevism. 


No BotsHEvIsSM IN SPAIN 


To advance the theory of a Bolshevist Spain was one of the strangest 
phenomena of reactionary blindness. I know Spain. I like the Spaniards, 
although I know their faults, as I know the faults of my own country; if 
there is one thing that is impossible in Spain, it is bolshevism. To me, bol- 
shevism is one of the four terrors of Europe. One of these is Hitler; an- 
other is his former master and present slave, Mussolini; the third is bolshe- 
vism; and the fourth is the fear of bolshevism. The one thing I want is to be 
free, knowing that only in freedom are the peace and the beauty of life. 
would rather die than live in Bolshevist Russia; but the one outstanding 
fact about Russia is that its régime is a sort of gigantic, gloomy order. 
Now the beauty, the charm, the poetry of Spain is that there is no order, 
and there never will be order in Spain. 

When I was a young man I was Counselor of the Italian Embassy in 
Madrid. Madrid was an old Royal Court of the eighteenth-century type, 
with everything turning around the King. At that time I happened to 
be one of the rather good polo players of Europe. The King of Spain 
was a very bad player, but, being a king, he was said by everyone to be 
a very good player. We played polo together two or three times a week 
for six months, which means a good deal of intimacy. Just like all kings, 
he was always complaining of his people. One day he said: “Tell me, 
are the Italians absolutely without any discipline, also? You know that 
in your country, or in Germany, or in England, a baby’s first word is 
‘Mama,’ or, if he is a very intelligent baby, he may say, ‘Papa’; but a 
Spanish boy’s first word is ‘No.’ ”’ 
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For once King Alfonso said the truth. And yet Spain was supposed to 
| be the country of bolshevism. How was it that so many people in the 
_ world, even here in this country, believed in the gigantic danger of 

bolshevism? 


SuccessFUL DECEPTION 


This is the result, I think—may it be that I say so with some national 
vanity? —of a marvelous invention of this fellow Mussolini, whom I knew 
quite well in the Italian Parliament. For years he sent emissaries to me 
asking what I wanted to induce me to become friends with him. This 
shows the low quality of his mind, because, knowing me, he should have 
known what my answer would be. It was always “I want only to be 
free,” and freedom was the only thing he could not give me. But Mussolini 
has some outstanding qualities. If he were to come to Hollywood, he 
would outshine all the motion picture stars. 

Mussolini made a discovery which he passed on to his pupil Hitler, 
and it is the key to all the psychology of recent events in Europe. He 
discovered that a lie remains a lie if it be repeated ten times or even a 
hundred times, but when it is repeated twenty thousand times it becomes 
Gospel truth and is believed. 

In New York I am constantly meeting American friends of mine, in- 
telligent people, who believe that they are “‘liberals.” They hate fascism 
and they say to me that it is such a pity about Mussolini: “How right 
you were! Yes, he is a criminal—but he did so many wonderful things 
during the first years of his régime.” 

I know that this is a lie. I know that it is a libel on Italy. We Italians 
are the most hardworking race in the world. No other people in Europe 
work as hard as we do. Just because Italy is a poor country, and because 
he hated Italy and the Italians, Mussolini invented the slogan: “The 
Italians need castor oil in order to learn how to work!” 

However, even my liberal friends in New York believe this lie, and, as I 
am not of a missionary spirit, I acquiesce. There are a great many other 
people in America who talk like this. These people say, or if they do 
not dare to say it they imply, that, after all, this new order which Hitler 
wants to impose on Europe is, perhaps, a lesser evil. Europe has been so 
divided that if some sort of new order comes, even through Hitler, who 
knows—perhaps it will be for the best. Hitler, they add, will leave so little 
of a free Europe after taking Poland, Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
and the other small countries that it would be an advantage to enter his new 
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order. But while we are told that the silence of European populations 
subject to Hitler may be interpreted as a sort of assent to his domination, 
we must always remember that it is not so: that what we witness js 
only a case of psychological intimidation. 


Tue Yucostav Heroism 


How is it that the Yugoslavs alone in Europe, with the exception of 
the Greeks, have defied Hitler, have thrown away a government of 
cowards and traitors and have willingly accepted the idea of death rather 


| 


than domination, knowing the while that their little country was four | 


fifths encircled by the German troops? We have seen so many things 
and the headlines have been so dramatic for so many months that I think 
we have not yet realized that in hundreds of years there has not been 
such a heroic decision as this decision of the Serbs. (The fact that a 
wise supreme leadership has evidently lacked in Belgrade increases the 
respect we owe to the brave Serbs and Croats.) 

Let me add, in parenthesis, that the policy of intimate friendship | 
made with Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Greece, and Turkey was much 
more useful to Italy—economically and politically—than the colonies 
Mussolini fought for, the empty desert colonies of Africa which never 
pay anything. Colonies may have been a paying affair in the nineteenth 
century, but if an excuse must be found for Mussolini, it is the fact of 
his stupidity in trying to make a colonial adventure in the twentieth 





century, as if it were 1850. He is really a poor fellow. Dante, in the | 


“Inferno” of his Divine Comedy, shows fellows with their faces turned 
behind. Mussolini is just like them; his face is turned to the back. 
With the treaties and agreements I made with Czechoslovakia and 
with Yugoslavia and later with Turkey, I secured for Italy a large number 
of markets, with an unprecedented flow of our exports into central Europe 
and the Balkans. May I here in parenthesis reveal to you that when | 
negotiated a peace treaty with the Yugoslavs in 1920, they were afraid 
to leave to Italy a certain section of Slavs whom I needed because it 
was not my fault that they were on our side of the Alps, the Alps being 
the most perfect geographic frontier in the world. When the negotiations 
were on the point of breaking, I told them: “Here we are fighting fora 
few villages and a few valleys. You seem to forget that Italian Trieste 
and Yugoslav Zagreb will, in twenty years, be under German domination 
if we are not friends. We must be friends because the German imperialist 
madness may revive, and if we make a chain of free democracies, per- 
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haps the Germans will think twice—but not if we are not united.” The 
Yugoslavs understood and yielded. 

But this, in parenthesis, to indicate how deep is my sympathy for the 
Yagoslavs. In a few days Belgrade may be in ruins, just like Coventry 
in England or Louvain in Belgium. In spite of that, the Yugoslavs resisted 
the Axis and refused to give way. Why were they so daring? Because 
they have this great blessing—a country where no one is very rich and 
no one is very poor. Everyone is just a little fortunate. That is why they 
laughed at bolshevism. When one is not afraid of that, he is bomb-proof 
against Fascist propaganda. 


Tue Huncarian MIsTAKE 


The tragic death of my old friend Count Teleki, the Premier of Hun- 
gary, has brought me much sorrow. I remained in touch with him in spite 
of the great divergence in our political stand. I told Teleki to beware if 
he wanted to avoid a German invasion. I said: “If they see that you are 
afraid, that you are going to make concessions to them they will first take 
your fingers off, and then take all of your body.” The last time Teleki 
was able to send me a confidential message, he told me that on two points 
he would stand without possibility of compromise. First, the entire ter- 
ritority of Hungary must be independent; and second, Hungary must 
retain at least a little of that liberty which, in his mind, was the product 
of the liberal spirit of the Hungary of 1848. 

Why did Teleki commit suicide? Knowing what he told me and know- 
ing him, I understand. At the last moment he felt that he had gone too 
far along the way toward the crimes which Hitler wanted him to commit. 
One cannot go halfway with crime and then tell crime, “Now I go my 
way.” That is why Teleki’s suicide is a great moral lesson. 


ADAPTATION OF PROPAGANDA 


In Germany at the present time they know that the systems of propa- 
ganda which succeeded so well in all Europe are perhaps a little worn 
for America. Hitler does not believe very wholeheartedly that certain 
systems which were a success in France would be successful in America. 
France was beaten even before the German invasion of the Meuse in 
May, 1940, for France was a house divided, and a house divided is 
doomed to defeat. Do you know to what extent German propaganda was 
successful even in France at war? (It is often said that one must not be 
personal, but is it strange if we most remember certain personal episodes?) 
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Only a few weeks before the invasion of France, the weekly Je Sais Tout 
organ of the upper classes and of the Navy, carried a long article with head. I 
lines in five columns, saying: “We know at last who are the worst | 


enemies of France. The enemies of France are Churchill, Benes, and ie 
Sforza.’’ Is it surprising that France was beaten? | :. 

But this type of propaganda will not be used here in America, where a 
the Nazi propaganda machine, which is very skillful, has invented another ‘ie 
system, much safer. Knowing the courage, the spirit of independence, im 
and the real patriotism of the American people, the Nazis try to create oa 


evil out of good. In France it has been discovered that many of the great 
speeches and articles which were shouting that France had the best army Ame 
in the world were written by German agents. In the same way, the best hic 
means of helping nazism in America, and an invasion—which would never a 
be direct but, instead, invisible and indirect—is to make you believe that 
you are invincible. | het 
I admit that this is offering advice, which I said at the beginning! | 
wished to avoid. But I should be a coward if I used my neutrality as a 
shield. I must warn you that the worst enemy of America is already at 
work, and his name is Complacency. When honest men like those who 
spoke here yesterday say that, after all, if Germany does become the 
master of Europe, you still have completely at your disposal this hemi- 
sphere, surrounded as it is by two oceans, do you not feel that these 
speakers are making, only on a larger scale, the same terrific, tragic 
mistake made by the French, who said, ““We are safe behind the Maginot | 
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Line’? 

And you say, “this hemisphere.” It seems to me that the tragic side 
of things is always mixed with the comic side. Do you know whence the | 
phrase “this hemisphere” comes? It comes from the fact that at school 
we learned geography from maps, where North America and Latin 
America were united and distant from the other map. But if we look at 
the world as it is, in a sphere, we see at once that all the important places 
of Latin America are much closer to Europe and Africa than to North | 
America. | 

Perhaps the greatest manifestation of respect that one can give is to 
tell what he believes to be the truth. Do not believe for one minute that 
on the day that the German Reich becomes master of Europe you Ameti- 
cans will have an ounce of prestige in Latin America. It would be better 
to go there with a Portuguese or Bulgarian passport than with a Washing- 
ton passport. 
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AMERICA THE Last Hope 


I speak to you truthfully, as a painful duty because of the = 
[have for your country, even though I know it is not for me, per = 2 
say certain things. What is my excuse? It is this: I am an wean “a 
die an Italian, because I am more faithful to my country in - ~— : 
sorrow than in her hours of joy and glory. 1 know and fee t _ the 
United States, your country, is something of a growing miracle. - a 
marvelous hope which offers itself to the world as the last vb or a 
trembling, suffering humanity. In the Middle Ages, writers and theo ogians 
sometimes tried to build what they called “The City of God.” But you 
Americans, you alone can provide this marvelous building of ae 
which has been called “The City of Man,” where all the ideals, all the 
beauty, all the best in the world can find realization and crystallization 


| in your America—even the best of Italian ideals. It is because I hope 


that America is going to become ““The City of Man” of the free world of 
tomorrow that I dare to tell you what I deeply feel to be the truth. 





